
PERVASIVE

LABOUR

UNION
PRECADEMICS

85.42.1

#14



Ed��o�s' No�e 

We��ome �o �he �h��d spe��a� �ssue o� �he Pe��as��e Labou� Un�on
z�ne, P�e�adem��s 85.42.1! Th�s �ssue, p�epa�ed b� �he �o��e����e
o� �he same name, b��n�s expe��en�es o� p�e�a���� �n G�ee�
a�adem�a �o �he �o�e.

As a �o��e����e, P�e�adem��s 85.42.1 see�s �o po������ze an�e�,
��us��a��on and pa�n – �he emo��ons a��ompan��n� �he p�e�a��za��on
o� �he wo���n� �ond���ons o� man� '�oun�' a�adem��s �n G�ee�e. The
aus�e���� po����es �mposed as a �esu�� o� �he T�o��a (E�B,
Eu�opean �omm�ss�on and �he IMF) memo�anda �e�� �as��n� e��e��s �n
G�ee� a�adem�a, whe�e p�e�a���� �s now �he no�m. Wh��e �he G�ee�
un��e�s��� has mana�ed �o �ema�n pub��� and ��ee o� �ees, as
p�o��s�oned b� A�����e 16 o� �he G�ee� �ons���u��on, P�e�adem��s
85.42.1 as�: a� whose expense? Fo� wh��e �� �s ���a� �ha�
edu�a��on �ema�ns ��ee, a ��u�� pub��� Un��e�s��� �anno� and mus�
no� be bu��� on neo��be�a� �ene�s �ha� spe�� �ob �nse�u���� �o�
�he man�.

Isabe� L�o�e� w���es �ha� p�e�a��za��on "emb�a�es �he who�e o�
ex�s�en�e". Pe�us�n� �he pe�sona� a��oun�s pub��shed on �h�s
�ssue, �ha� who�e-en�ompass�n� �ha�a��e� �uns �h�ou�h ���e a
�onne���n� �h�ead: �he �nab����� �o �o�m s�ab�e �e�a��onsh�ps, �he
d�����u��� �o �oo� ahead and p�an �o� �he �u�u�e and �he
a��umu�a��on o� deb� due �o de�a�s o� �a�� o� pa�men� a�e �us�
some o� �he wa�s �ha� �ob �ns�ab����� seeps �n�o o�he� aspe��s o�
�hese a�adem��s' ���es. These expe��en�es seem �o e�ho Ned
Ross��e� and B�e�� Ne��son's asse���on �ha� p�e�a����'s �e�e�en�e
"(...) a�so ex�ends be�ond �he wo��d o� wo�� �o en�ompass o�he�
aspe��s o� �n�e�sub�e����e ���e, �n��ud�n� hous�n�, deb�, and �he
ab����� �o bu��d a��e����e so��a� �e�a��ons".

F�equen���, howe�e�, p�e�a��ous a�adem��s ��nd �� ha�d �o ��nd a
�o��e. The�� su����a� �n a�adem�a �s mos��� dependen� on se�u��n�
ex�e�na� �unds, �ead�n� �hese a�adem��s �o wo�� on a p�o�e��-
bas�s. Th�s ma�e��a���� �e�s opposed �o �he �o���ness o� h��he�
edu�a��on, and p�e�a��ous a�adem��s en�e� d�����u�� and s��essed
powe� �e�a��ons w��h �he�� �enu�e-��a�� �o��ea�ues.
In�e�na��sa��on o� �h�s d�s�an�e ma�es �hem ques��on �he��
�e����ma�� as �ea� a�adem��s. Mo�eo�e�, a��emp�s �o �a�� �n�o
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ques��on �he�� wo���n� �ond���ons o��en �e� m�s�ons��ued as a
neo��be�a� a��a�� on �he pub��� �ha�a��e� o� �he un��e�s���. These
�easons, a���ed �o �he ne�ess��� o� �eep�n� �ood �e�a��ons w��h
e�e��ed �o��ea�ues, as p�e�a��ous a�adem��s' p�esen�e �n
un��e�s���es �s o��en dependen� on �hem, ma�e spea��n� up abou�
�he�� s��ua��on h��h�� �ha��en��n�.

On �he se�ond spe��a� �ssue o� �he z�ne, "The En��ep�e�a��a�",
ed��o� S����o Lo�usso as�ed: "O� shou�d �nse�u���� ��se�� be�ome a
pa�adox��a��� s�ab�e ��ound �n wh��h �o bu��d so��a� �ohes�on?".
To �h�s ques��on, P�e�adem��s 85.42.1 �espond w��h a �esound�n�
�es, as �he�e �s an u��en� need �o �ha��en�e �he s��en�e �o wh��h
�he�� s��u���es ha�e been �e�e�a�ed.

A�� �on���bu��ons �o �he z�ne, un�ess o�he�w�se spe����ed, a�e

���ensed unde� �he GNU F�ee Do�umen�a��on L��ense 1.31.
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Po�����s o� Opa���� (a no�e on anon�m���)

The numbe� 85.42.1 �s �he �ax o����e �ode �ha�
emp�o�ees �n h��he� edu�a��on �n G�ee�e use �n o�de�
�o p�o��de edu�a��ona� se����es. Th�s �ode es�ab��shes
�he new wo���n� s�a�us o� �he ��ee�an�e� �n un��e�s���
edu�a��on �n �ond���ons o� p�e�a����.
We a�e a �o��e����e �o�med �o sha�e expe��en�es,
po������ze ou� needs and �he d�����u���es we �a�e �n
ou� e�e��da�ness, and �o �o��e����e�� ��a�m be��e�
wo���n� �ond���ons �n �esea��h, �ea�h�n� and
mana�emen� o� G�ee� un��e�s���es, �esea��h
�ns���u��ons and �ounda��ons. We ope�a�e �n se��-
o��an�zed and ho��zon�a� p�o�esses o� �o��e����e
de��s�on ma��n�.
h��ps://p�e�adem��s.esp��b�o�s.ne�/

Anon�m��� �n a�adem�a �s no� expe��ed. De�e�op�n� a �heo�e���a�
a��umen� �n obs�u���� �s no� �e�ommended o� a��now�ed�ed �o pu� ��
m��d��. T�us��n� '�eason', 'd�s�ou�se', 'deba�e' and 'so��a�
�on��a��s' en�a��s �ha� sub�e��s �now how �o p�esen� �hemse��es
'as su�h' o� 'as �he� a�e' �n �he pub��� sphe�e. The po�����s o�
�den���� �s a ���h� �o� exa���� �ha�: �he ��eedom �o� e�e��
'm�no����', 'ou��as�', 'we��dness' o� 'un�on�en��ona����' �o �o-
ex�s� sa�e (and ��s�b�e) �n �he�� quee�ness and �n �������� w��h
o�he�s. Man� s�ho�a�s �n �he human���es, �he so��a� and po�����a�
s��en�es, and �aw s�hoo�s ha�e de�o�ed �he�� s�ud�es and �n�e�es�
�n d�s��os�n� �he so��o-po�����a� �ond���ons o� ex��us�on and
p�e�a����. A� �eas� �n G�ee�e, �he�e �s a mu����ude o� a�adem��s
who ha�e been we�� no�ed �n �he �as� de�ade �o� �he�� w����n�s on
�he deb� ���s�s’ d�spossessed, �he S���an-wa� �e�u�ees, �he
p�e�a��ousness o� �ende� d���e�en�, and �he �u�ne�ab�����es o�
d���e�en���-ab�ed. 

Wha� �s pa����u�a��� s��an�e, �n �h�s �on�ex�, �s how �n o�de� �o
a�o�d �a��n� �he�� own �u�ne�ab����� and an�e�, a�adem��s o��en
be�ome de�a�hed ��om ���ed expe��en�es o� p�e�a����. Man�,
espe��a��� �enu�ed membe�s o� s�a�� bu� a�so p�e�a��ous ones,
spend en���e a�adem�� �a�ee�s w����n� abou� �he p�e�a���� o�
o�he�s, bu� �a�� �omp�e�e�� �o b�ea� �he s��en�e on �he unhe�o��
p�e�a��ous a�adem�a o� �he G�ee� Un��e�s���. A� bes�, some �a��s
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�o� d�s�uss�on w��� add�ess �he �u��en� d�s�an�es and ad�o�a�e �he
need �o� mo�e o� be��e� �onne���on w��h �he ma��e� o�/and s�a�e
se����es; �hus, �he� w��� �on�ea� e�en mo�e �he so��a� �ond���ons,
�he powe� s��u���es, and �he modes o� �now�ed�e p�odu���on �ha�
sus�a�n a�adem�� p�e�a���� �n �he 21s� �en�u��. To as� �o� one �o
d�s��ose �he 'pub��� se��e�s' o� �enu�ed �e�a��ons �s �o as� one
�o expose �hemse��es �o �on�s�and�n� powe� �e�a��ons. How
�u�ne�ab�e �an one be �o� �he sa�e o� ano�he� �o��ea�ue? Po�����s
o� opa���� �s no� a �eques� �o p�o�e�� one’s a�adem�� name �n �a�e
o� �he�� ��a���e so��a� �e�a��ons. Indeed, �� �esu��s ��om �he
need �o �e�ea� '�ox�� beha��ou�s' and 'Ma�h�a�e���an s��a�e��es'
�n�ens���ed due �o �edu�ed �enu�ed pos���ons, �e� ��s pu�pose �s
no� �o p�o�e�� one’s 'bou��eo�se' �e�a��onsh�ps. To �he �on��a��,
�o en�a�e �n po�����s o� opa���� means �o a��now�ed�e �ha�
a�adem�� a���n��� �s bonded �h�ou�h �ommon �n�e�es�s and sha�ed
�espons�b�����es; and �ha� a mu�h-needed deba�e shou�d no� �u�n
�n�o �ha�a��e� assass�na��on. 

Po�����s o� opa���� en�a��s an unde�s�and�n� o� ou� u���a-
�nd���dua�ed wo�� �n�e�es�s and ���es. No �o��e����e �an spea�
eas��� �n �he name o� p�e�a��ous a�adem��s as a who�e. Ta��n�
�espons�b����� �o w���e on a�adem�� p�e�a��ousness means abo�e a��
�o po������ze one’s �u�ne�ab�����, �hus ma��n� �� a�a��ab�e �o�
a��e����e en�oun�e�s and e�h��a� �esponses. We a�e �oo man� and
�oo d���e�en�, and no po�����a� pa��� o� s�a�e �ns���u��on �an
�n�o�po�a�e ou� d�s��ess and ��us��a��on �n su�h a wa� as �o
p�o��de �he mu�h-awa��ed �han�es �n a�adem�a.

Po�����s o� opa���� �e��e��s �ha� �he�e �s no s�n��e name o�
pe�sona beh�nd �hese �ex�s, no� be�ause o� a supposed need �o�
anon�m��� bu� be�ause man� d���e�en� peop�e ha�e ed��ed and �e-
ed��ed �hem. To en�a�e �n po�����s o� opa���� means �o �edu�e
a��a�hmen� �o '�ex�s' and '�deas'; �� means �o en�a�e �n w����n�
w��hou� expe���n� �o see �ou� name �n �he end p�odu��. Hen�e, ��
means �o a��ep� �ha� a �han�e �n a�adem�� �e�a��ons en�a��s a
�han�e �n e�h��s, no� �n po�����s as su�h.

Po�����s o� opa���� means �o den� 'b�and�n�' �he p�e�a��ousness o�
o�he�s, �e� a�one o� �ou� �o��ea�ues; �� means �o s��ua�e �he
�han�es �n a�adem�a �n �he h�s�o���a� p�esen� o� so��a� med�a and
p�a��o�m �ap��a��sm w��h�n wh��h pe�sonas, a�adem�� �n�e�es�s,
a�����es and so��a� me�han��s mash-up �edu��n� po�����s o�
�ep�esen�a��on �o �he des��e �o� pub��� �e�o�n���on and pe�sona�



�u����men�. These a�e �he so��a� modes o� �u��en� �now�ed�e
p�odu���on, wh��h we ou�h� �o �e��e�� on, �� no� �es�s�.



On �he P�e�a��ousness o� P�e�a��ous

A�adem��s

P�e�a��ous a�adem��s �ead a ���e w��h �ew p�ospe��s o� de�e�op�n�
�he�� so��a� b�o��aph�es. The�� wo�� �n�o��es unde�pa�d sho��-�e�m
�ea�h�n� �on��a��s, a�qu���n� �empo�a�� �esea��h ��an�s, ha��n� �o
o��an�ze �on�e�en�es and e�en�s, and p�odu��n� pee� �e��ewed
pub���a��ons - a�� p�a����a� wo�� �espons�b�����es w��hou�
s��n����an� �mpa�� on sus�a�n�n� no�ma��� �n �he�� e�e��da� ���e,
�e� a�one on ad�an��n� �u������n� �a�ee� �oa�s. These wo���n�
�ond���ons ha�e �esu��ed ��oba��� ��om �he �es��u��u��n� o�
un��e�s��� �ns���u��ons, wh��h �s based on a pa�ad��m o�
'���eab�����' and 'ma��e� o��en�a��on'. Fo� p�e�a��ous a�adem��s,
�� �s ha�d �o pene��a�e �o�ma� �ns���u��ona� s��u��u�es, as
a�a��ab�e spa�es a�e s���� �e�� �ew and un��e�s���es ope�a�e on
�he p�����e�e o� �now�ed�e p�odu���on. Mo�eo�e�, p�e�a���� un�o�ds
�h�ou�h �e�a��ons o� dependen�� on 'e�e��ed' membe�s o� s�a��, who
a�e o��en ���en (pe�haps as a ����) �mp�ess��e �esea��h �e�o�ds
��ea�ed b� �he�� p�e�a��ous �o��ea�ues. Dependen�� �s a pe�manen�
�ea�u�e o� a�adem�� ���es and un��e�s��� p�a����es, w��h man�
a�adem��s �n �he�� �h����es and �o���es �a��n� no op��on bu� �o
�ema�n pe�pe�ua��� p�e�a��ous.

No� on�� a�adem��s ��nd �hemse��es �n �ond���ons o� p�e�a���� and
dependen��. Du��n� �he �es��u��u��n� o� un��e�s��� �ns���u��ons,
adm�n�s��a���e s�a�� was h��ed w��h s�m��a� �e�ms �n �he so-�a��ed
'�esea��h o����es' o� '�und�n� mana�emen� o����es' �o �o�e� a��
��pes o� on�o�n� bu�eau��a��� needs – o��en ���e�e�an� �o �he
p�o�e��s �hemse��es – su���n�, as �he ou�e� a�m o� 'hos�
�ns���u��ons', �und�n� mos��� �ene�a�ed b� p�e�a��ous a�adem��s.
Ins�ead o� �ommon s��u���es – �ha� �s, �ns�ead o� ha��n� a '�ommon
�ons��ousness' o� �he�� p�e�a���� �n Ma�x�s� �e�ms – �he
�e�a��onsh�ps be�ween �hese �wo �n�e��onne��ed ��oups o� wo��e�s
(a�adem�� and bu�eau��a���) a�e �ha�a��e��sed b� �n��eased
�ompe����on, hos������ and �ens�ons, as bo�h a�e ����n� �o �e�
p�����e�ed a��ess �o ��m��ed �esou��es and �o enhan�e �e�a��ons o�
dependen�� w��h �enu�ed s�a�� �n o�de� �o se�u�e �enu�ed pos���ons
on�e �he� open. In�e��e��ua� �den���� and a sense o� p��de �o�
a�adem�� a�h�e�emen�s �ende� �� eas�e� �o� p�e�a��ous a�adem��s �o
�den���� w��h �he�� p�����e�ed �u��-��me �o��ea�ues. Indeed,
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desp��e �he�� d�s�an�es �n �e�ms o� wo���n� �ond���ons and ���h�s,
�he p�e�a��ous and �he e�e��ed s�a�� ha�e de�e�oped �a��ous �o�ms
o� se��o�a� o� d�s��p��ne-based o��an�s�n�, �ha� has so �a� done
�e�� �����e �o �a�se �he �ssue o� p�e�a����, e�en �hou�h man� o�
�hem wo�� ha�d on �he need �o p�ese��e �he 'pub��� �ha�a��e�' o�
un��e�s���es.

Su�����n� p�e�a���� �n a�adem�a �n�o��es a �o� o� unhe�o��
�omp�om�se, manoeu���n�, and ad�us��n� �ha� �s o��en unde�s�ood
and ��ea�ed as s�mp�oma��� and oppo��un�s���. P�e�a��ous a�adem��s
a�e o��en �abe��ed as P�o�e��a��a� – e�en ��on��a��� b� �hemse��es
– an �den���� �ha� �es����es �o a new �e��me o� �owe� s�a�us and
w��h �ess �abou� ���h�s; wh��e �hose who wo�� on su��ess��e
p�o�e��s a�e o��en s�n��ed ou� and �abe��ed as bus�ness-o��en�ed
'p�o�e�� hun�e�s', a de�o�a���e �e�m des���b�n� �a�� o�
�n�e��e��ua� dep�h and a dub�ous �omm��men� �o p�o��� ma��n�
�a�he� �han pu�e, �n�e�es�-��ee, �ndependen� �esea��h. Ye�, �o
a��now�ed�e �he h�s�o���a� �ond���on o� p�e�a��ousness �n a�adem�a
means �o� one �o unde�s�and �ha� �ep�odu��n� s�e�eo��pes abou� �he
�mpa���a���� o� a�adem�� �esea��h mas�s �he ma�e��a���� o�
p�e�a����. �on�ea��n� p�e�a���� �s ma�n�� done b� s��en��n�
p�e�a��ous a�adem��s’ need �o �ons�an��� see� �und�n� �n o�de� �o
su����e uns�ab�e wo���n� a��an�emen�s; a need �ha� e�e��ed
a�adem��s – pa����u�a��� �n G�ee�e and o�he� �oun���es w��h s��on�
�e�a��ons o� pa��ona�e – a�e ��ee o� p�e��se�� be�ause o�
e�a�ua��on p�o�edu�es �ha� �a�ou� so��a� p�����e�e. S��en��n� �he
new modes o� �now�ed�e p�odu���on �n a�adem�a mas�s �he �a�� �ha�
�he sus�a�nab����� o� �he pub��� �ha�a��e� o� un��e�s���es �s
dependen� upon p�e�a��ous �abou�.

Th�s mas��n� o� �he ma�e��a���� o� p�e�a����, as opposed �o �he
supposed �mma�e��a���� o� ‘pu�e’ �esea��h, �an be s���ma��s�n�.
Mos� p�e�a��ous �espond e��he� b� �n�e�na��s�n� �he s���ma b�
�epea��n� 'I am no� a �ea� a�adem�� as I am no� �n a pos���on �o
do pu�e �esea��h' ���e a ����n� man��a, o� b� �easse���n� a�adem��
pu���� b� �a����n� ou� �o�un�a���� unpa�d o� �ow pa�d �esea��h o�
�ea�h�n�, wh��h �s – �n�e�es��n��� enou�h – �ess s���ma��s�n�.
W��h some no�ab�e ex�ep��ons �ndeed – e�e��ed �o��ea�ues who
qu�e��� he�p and suppo�� �he�� p�e�a��ous �o-wo��e�s – �he
��ea�es� pa�� o� a�adem�a e��he� p�o���s o� �omp�e�e�� ��no�es
�he�� �o��ea�ues’ �ond���on o� p�e�a����. The �ha��en�e �s how �o
�a�se �ssues �e�a�ed �o p�e�a���� w��hou� �a���n� �n�o �he ��ap o�
be�n� a��used o� �a�� o� �n�e��e��ua��sm o� be�n� suspe��ed o� a
neo��be�a� u��e �o pu� �n ques��on �he 'pub���', 'open' o� '��ee



o� �ees' �ha�a��e� o� un��e�s��� �ns���u��ons. The �ha��en�e �s
how �o be open abou� one’s p�e�a��ousness w��hou� �eopa�d�z�n�
(a��ead�) ��a���e pe�sona� and p�o�ess�ona� �e�a��onsh�ps; w��hou�
be�n� �a��e�ed as a �ea���ona�� �o��ea�ue; w��hou� �os�n� p�es���e
as one who �s unab�e �o �ope w��h �he p�ess�n� demands o� a�adem��
���e. Su�h d��emmas �n�ens��� �he p�e�a��ousness o� p�e�a��ous
a�adem��s, and �a�ed w��h �hem, mos� p�e�a��ous end b� s��en��n�
�he�� expe��en�es, ��us��a��on and needs.



S��en��n� P�e�a���� �n G�ee� A�adem�a

Τhe�e �s a pe�s�s�en� s��en��n� o� p�e�a���� �n G�ee� a�adem�a.
Th�s �omp���a�es �he de�e�opmen� o� mean�n��u� �o�ms o� �es�s�an�e
as an� d�s�uss�on o� p�e�a���� o��en appea�s as an a�� o� be��a�a�
a�a�ns� �he pub��� �ha�a��e� o� �he G�ee� Un��e�s���.

S�a�e-�unded un��e�s���es �n G�ee�e seem �o be ��oa��n� ���e an
�s�and �n �he pe���ous wa�e�s o� ��oba� neo��be�a��sm. Ha��n�
�es�s�ed – so �a� – �he push �owa�ds �he w�desp�ead ��end o�
neo��be�a� �es��u��u��n�, �he� ha�e mana�ed �o �eep ��ee o�
s�uden� �ees and ma�n�a�n a monopo�� �n h��he� edu�a��on. The �a��
�ha� de��ees ob�a�ned ��om p���a�e un��e�s���es ope�a��n� �ns�de
�he G�ee� �e����o�� a�e no� �e�o�n�sed b� �he s�a�e, has
�on���bu�ed �o �he�� p�o�e��ed pos���on. S�m��a���, �enu�ed s�a��
�ends �o en�o� a �e�a���e�� p�����e�ed pub��� se��an� s�a�us,
wh��h �s �he p�odu�� o� a �omb�na��on o� �a��o�s �n��ud�n�
s��u���es �o �es�s� �ees and p���a��sa��on, �a��u�e �o �mpose
e�a�ua��on p�o�edu�es, and �n�o�ma� no�ms p�e�en��n� �ompe�����e
app���a��ons. Desp��e s��n����an� �edu���ons �n �he�� a��ead� �ow
sa�a��es, �enu�ed a�adem�� and adm�n�s��a���e s�a�� ha�e mana�ed
�o sus�a�n �h�s s�a�us �h�ou�hou� �he aus�e���� wa�es ma�n��
be�ause o� �he �ons�an� oppos���on a�a�ns� �o�e�nmen�s’ a��emp�s
�o �mpose a neo��be�a� a�enda and unde�m�ne �he 'pub��� �ha�a��e�'
o� �he G�ee� Un��e�s���.

The s��u���es �o� �he p�ese��a��on o� �he G�ee� Un��e�s��� as a
pub��� bod�, howe�e�, we�e pa�a��e�ed b� �he mu���p���a��on and
d��e�s����a��on o� p�e�a��ous �o�ms o� a�adem�� �abou� �ha� mos���
wen� unno���ed. Wh��e h�s�o���a��� ea���-s�a�e �n�o�ma� and unpa�d
�ea�h�n� and �esea��h a�e �ons�de�ed as p�e�ond���ons �o� a
su��ess�u� a�adem�� �a�ee�, �� was s�n�e �he 2008 so�e�e��n deb�
���s�s �ha� p�e�a��ous �o�ms o� �abou� be�an �o mu���p�� and
sp�ead a��oss d�s��p��nes. I� �s, �ndeed, �nown �ha� h��h-p�o���ed
�ns���u��ons ope�a��n� �n ad�an�ed neo��be�a� e�o�o��es ha�e
w��nessed 'e�as���' 'sho��-�e�m' �abou� s�n�e �he ea��� 2000s. In
G�ee�e, howe�e�, �he ab�up� �mpos���on o� aus�e���� �e�o�ms had
��s �o���a� �onsequen�es �n �he �e��ona� pa�ad��m. The
d�s�on��nua��on o� pub��� se��o� �e��u��men� ��ea�ed pe�sonne�
sho��a�es, �h�ea�en�n� �he pub��� �ha�a��e� o� G�ee� �ns���u��ons.
I� �� wasn’� �o� p�e�a��ous a�adem��s, �� �s ���e�� �ha�
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un��e�s���es �n G�ee�e wou�d ha�e ��ea� d�����u���es �o su����e
and �o �on��nue �un���on�n� w��h �he ��m��ed bud�e�s a��o�a�ed b�
�he s�a�e.

These p�o�esses ha�e �ed �o �he eme��en�e o� h��h�� qua����ed
a�adem��s, who en�o� none o� �he �abou� ���h�s o� �he�� 'e�e��ed'
�o��ea�ues. Emp�o��n� p�e�a��ous �esea��he�s, �e��u�e�s and
adm�n�s��a���e s�a�� �h�ou�h �empo�a�� sho��-�e�m �on��a��s �o
�o�e� on-�o�n� needs o� unde��unded un��e�s���es, was ma�n��
�a���ed ou� b� se�u��n� Eu�opean Un�on �unds. B� sus�a�n�n� �he
p�e�a��ous as �ons�an��� dependen� upon �empo�a�� ex�e�na�
�und�n�, G�ee� un��e�s���es we�e ab�e �o su����e �he ���s�s.
Labe���n� �hem as se��-emp�o�ed, �he s�a�e ensu�ed �ha� �he
p�e�a��ous wou�d �ons�an��� be unde� �he bu�den o� see��n� new
�und�n� sou��es �n o�de� �o be p�esen� �n a�adem�a, wh��e
s�mu��aneous�� �he� w��� suppo�� ��nan��a��� �he pub���
Un��e�s���.

The�e �s a �a�en� �a�e amon�s� �hose wo���n� �n p�e�a��ous
�ond���ons �n and a�ound �he G�ee� a�adem�a �ha� has �e� �o ��nd
an ou��e� �o be exp�essed p�odu����e��. A��hou�h bo�h p�e�a��ous
and non-p�e�a��ous a�adem��s we�e, �o� �he mos� pa��, �o�a�
�on�e�n�n� �he�� oppos���on �o aus�e���� �e�o�ms, �enu�ed
a�adem��s �ema�ned p�o�o��n��� un�ou�hed b� �he
�ns���u��ona��za��on o� p�e�a���� w��h�n un��e�s���es. And �ha� �s
be�ause �ha��en��n� p�����e�es, dependen��es, and �he h�e�a��h��a�
d���s�ons o� �enu�ed �s p�e�a��ous p�o�esso�s, �e��u�e�s �s
�esea��he�s, �u��-��me �s p�e�a��ous adm�n�s��a���e s�a��,
pub����� emp�o�ed �s sub-�on��a��ed ��eane�s, bu� a�so pos�-
��adua�e �s unde���adua�e s�uden�s �equ��es a �o� o� pa�n�u� wo��
�ha� no �enu�ed s�a�� �s �n�e�es�ed �n unde��a��n�. 

P�e�a��ous a�adem��s �n G�ee�e ��nd �hemse��es �n �h�s �exed
pos���on �o a����u�a�e a �ox�� pub��� se��e�. A� �he same ��me, we
upho�d �he �espons�b����� o� be�om�n� �o�a� abou� p�e�a���� �n a
�o��e����e wa�, and o� �a�s�n� ��s ques��on �n a wa� �ha� �u�s
a��oss a�adem�� h�e�a��h�es. In e��e�� – �he mos� d�����u�� aspe��
o� �h�s who�e p�o�ess – we ��nd ou�se��es �n a pos���on �o
�e�ma��ne ou� e�h��s o� �e�a��n� b� a��now�ed��n� �he �u��en�
e�onom� o� �now�ed�e p�odu���on: �ha� �s, b� �espe���n� a�adem��s’
�nd���dua� �on�e�ns �o� p�omo��n� one’s �n�e�es�s, b� honou��n�
ou� 'bou��eo�se' �n�e�pe�sona� �e�a��ons, b� s��ua��n� ou� s�a�us
�n �he ��oba� pa�ad��m o� neo��be�a� �es��u��u��n� o� �he we��a�e
s�a�e and �he ��s�n� �nequa����, and �ndeed b� ��a�m�n� an open



�e� s�a�e-o�-�he-a�� un��e�s��� �ha� �s be�ond �he me�e demands o�
p�ese���n� a s�a�e-owned �ns���u��on. S��u����n� �o �eep �he
Un��e�s��� as a s�a�e �ns���u��on a� wha�e�e� �os� �s an ex��eme��
sho��-s��h�ed s��a�e�� �ha� �ep�odu�es �abou� �nequa���� and
an�a�on�sm be�ween a�adem��s o� d���e�en� a�es and �ende�s. Wh��e
�he�e �s a need �o p�ese��e �he G�ee� Un��e�s��� ��ee o� s�uden�
�ees, �h�s �anno� be done b� s��en��n� p�e�a����.



The P�e�adem��s 85.42.1 2018 Man��es�o

Towa�ds D���e�en� Labo� Re��mes �o� �he P�e�a��ous o� G�ee�

Un��e�s���es

We, �he p�e�a��ous o� �he G�ee� un��e�s���es, ha�e �ema�ned
�n��s�b�e �o� se�e�a� �ea�s s��u����n� �o su����e, �o p�odu�e
�esea��h and �o �ea�h �n �he mos� ��ans�en�, so���a�� and
��a�men�ed wa�s. Du��n� �he �n�amous pe��od o� �he so-�a��ed
"G�ee� deb� ���s�s" and aus�e����, we ha�e expe��en�ed e�en mo�e
�n�ense�� �he �ond���on o� p�e�a���� as �� sp�ead and be�ame
�ns���u��ona��zed �n �he �on�ex� o� ��nan��a� �u�s and s�����
��m��a��ons �o pub��� se��o� �e��u��men�. Howe�e�, as ��me �oes b�
ou� numbe�s �n��ease and we be�ome mo�e and mo�e pe�manen���
p�esen�, �on���bu��n� �o �now�ed�e p�odu���on �n G�ee�e �n man�
d���e�en� wa�s. Ou� p�e�a���� �s no �on�e� a �empo�a�� de��a��on
�n edu�a��on due �o '���s�s', bu� �he no�ma���� o� �he G�ee�
un��e�s���; one �ha� de��a�es ��se�� �o be 'pub���' and �a��s upon
us �o de�end ��, a� �he same ��me �� p�a�es a�a�ns� us �he mos�
'��ex�b�e' s��u��u�es, �ond���ons and �abo� expe��a��ons, wh��e
s�mu��aneous�� p�ese���n� bu�eau��a��� �mpe�a���es and �e��mes o�
'ex�ep��ona�' �e�a��ons.

Th�s �ond���on o� p�e�a���� �anno� be d���e�en��a�ed ��om �he
'new' oppo��un���es on o��e� �o supp�� ou� �now�ed�e and s����s �o
�a��ous �u��u�a� and �esea��h �ns���u��ons. On �he �on��a��, �he�
�n�ens��� �he p��n��p�es o� �he ma��e� and b� ex�ens�on ou� own
p�e�a����. We pa�����pa�e whe�e�e� we a�e �n���ed – �n �a��s,
wo��shops, pub��� a���ons e��. – �n an a��emp� �o be�ome ��s�b�e,
�o be �e�e�an�, �o show �ha� we a�e p�odu����e, �o p�ese��e ou�
suppo�� ne�wo��s. A�� �hese a�������es a�e �ons�de�ed as '����s'
�n a �e��me o� �omp�e�e p�e�a���� and, �ndeed, none o� �hese
�ns���u��ons ��ews ou� wo�� as wo��h� o� pa�men�. The ��me, �he
e��o��, �he �now�ed�e p�odu���on, �he �n�es�men� �n ou� so��a�
�e�a��ons – ��a�men�ed and �one�� endea�o�s p�esen�ed as
a�h�e�emen�s; �ha� �s �he unpa�d �abo� �ha� �ons���u�es �he new
��pe o� �he u����zed un��e�s��� wo��e�.

The s�a�e p�o��ams �o� �he 'A�qu�s���on o� A�adem�� Tea�h�n�
Expe��en�e' �n G�ee� un��e�s���es showed up �n �h�s �e��me o�
p�e�a���� �n o�de� �o �o�e� �he �ea�h�n� needs ��ea�ed due �o
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pe�manen� a�adem�� s�a�� sho��a�es. As man� o�he� p�o��ams o� �h�s
��pe, �he� do no� �e�o�n�ze ou� �abo� as pa�ab�e wo��, ne��he� do
�he� �e�o�n�ze �he no�ma��za��on o� ou� p�e�a����. Ind��a�ed b�
�he�� ����e, �he� appea� as a seem�n��� �empo�a��, we��-mean�n�
and �ene�ous 'o��e�' �o a�� o� us; a un�que oppo��un��� �o de�e�op
ou� ��s d���e�en���. Th�s wonde��u� p���u�e wo��s p�e��se��
be�ause �� obs�u�es �he �a�� �ha� ou� pa�����pa��on �n �he pub���
p�odu���on o� �now�ed�e �s �a���ed ou� w��h �owe� �abo� �os�s and
�h�ou�h ou� �omp�e�e dependen�e on �he bu�eau��a��� se����es o�
�he Un��e�s���es’ Spe��a� A��oun� �o� Resea��h Funds �ha� u����ze
ou� pa�men�s �o� �he�� own (ques��onab�e) needs o� ba�an�ed
bud�e��n�; �� wo��s s�n�e �� �s �a���ed ou� b� �on�a�n�n� ou�
�abo� ���h�s.

The �a��s �o� �he abo�e p�o��ams a�e announ�ed �a�e and no���es o�
se�e���on a�e pub����zed �n an equa��� s�ow pa�e. The� a�e sho��-
�e�m and ou� �n�es�men� �n �ea�h�n� �s no� se�u�ed; �e� a�one ou�
�n�e��a��on �n�o �he un��e�s���. The �os� o� ��anspo�� and
a��ommoda��on �s �n no wa� �ompensa�ed espe��a��� when we a�e pa�d
s�x and se�en mon�hs a��e� �he s�a�� o� ou� wo�� – ha��n� a��ead�
endu�ed �hese expenses pe�sona��� on a da��� bas�s. These
'�e�hn��a�' de�a��s ���us��a�e �he de�a�ua��on o� ou� ���es and
ou� wo��, and �� �s on�� a pa�� o� �he wo���n� �ond���ons �ha� �he
�esea��he�s, �e��u�e�s and �e��ows �n G�ee� h��he� edu�a��on
�ns���u��ons sha�e.

We ���e �n a s�a�e o� �ons�an� anx�e�� �o� ou� e�e��da� su����a�;
�o� �he p�ese��a��on o� ou� a�adem�� bonds �o wh��h we
s�s�ema���a��� �n�es�; abou� �he p�epa�a��on o� ou� �ou�ses �ha�
w��� a��ead� be �n�omp�e�e; abou� whe�he� we w��� be �n �he same
�ea�h�n� �ooms �he �o��ow�n� �ea�, espe��a��� when ou� ��me �o
p�epa�e �o� �he �u�u�e �s �onsumed b� a�adem�� and w����n�
�espons�b�����es. Su�h a�adem�� �ond���ons ��us��a�e ou� �abo� and
se�e� ou� bonds ��om depa��men�s, �o��ea�ues and s�uden�s. No
edu�a�o� �n an� edu�a��ona� �e�e� �an e�e� �n su�h �ond���ons
p�odu�e wo�� �ha� ��ea�es �on�-�e�m �e�a��ons.

We �den���� w��h ou� �ea�h�n� and �esea��h, and we demand �he
��s�b����� o� ou� �abo� and �he p�e�a��ous �ond���ons �n wh��h ��
�s �a���ed ou�. The non-�e�o�n���on o� ou� ���h�s ma�es �� mu�h
mo�e d�����u�� and ��m��s ou� ab����� �o p�odu�e �esea��h and
��ea�e pub���a��ons as we ou�h� �o. Fo� man� o� us, �he on��
op��on �s �o wo�� �n mu���p�e p�o��ams, �n seasona� o� epheme�a�
pos���ons, w��h�n o� ou�s�de o� �he un��e�s���, de�a�u�n� ou�



e�e��da� ���e and qua���� o� ou� wo��. We �anno� and do no� wan�
�o be �n��s�b�e an�mo�e. We w��ness ou� ���es be�n� �onsumed �n an
on-�o�n� an�a�on�sm �o� de�e�m�n�n� wh��h one o� us w��� be mo�e
�apab�e o� �u��� �o �e� �he 'ano�n��n�' o� �o p�ese��e
'ex�ep��ona�' �e�a��ons, �n o�de� �o pass �o �he o�he� s�de, �he
one o� pe�manen� emp�o�men� �n �he un��e�s���, wh��e �he �es� o�
us w��� �on��nue �o be p�e�a��ous un��� �he s�s�em washes us ou�
be�ause o� a�e.

We demand:
1) Pa�men� �o� pa�����pa��on �n a�� edu�a��ona�/ �u��u�a� e�en�s
2) Spe��a� emp�o�men� s�a�us �o� �esea��he�s and �on��a��
�e��u�e�s
3) To exemp� s�ho�a�sh�ps and �esea��h pos���ons ��om �he s�a�e
�AT
4) A� �as� �e��ows, �esea��he�s and �on��a�� �e��u�e�s be pa�d on
a mon�h�� bas�s
5) Mo�e �n��us��e pa�����pa��on s�a�us �o� de��s�on ma��n� �n
un��e�s��� depa��men�s.

The �ns���u��ona��za��on o� p�e�a���� �n �he G�ee� un��e�s��� b�
wa� o� expand�n� and �e����m�z�n� �h�s '��ee�an��n�' �e��me �n
�ea�h�n� and �esea��h �on���bu�es �o �he de��ada��on o� �he pub���
�ha�a��e� o� edu�a��on. A� �he same ��me, �h�s de��ada��on �s
�on�ea�ed �n �he�o��� abou� 'de�end�n�' �he pub��� �ha�a��e� o�
�he Un��e�s��� – wh��h �ndeed we a�so ou�h� �o do. We a�e
s�ep���a� �owa�ds su�h �he�o��� when �� �n��odu�es �h�ou�h ou�
bod�es �he ha�shes� neo��be�a� (�e)�o�ms – wh��h ma�es e�en mo�e
��u��a� �he ques��on: Wha� ��nd o� Un��e�s��� do we wan�?

Wh� shou�d we a��ep� a Un��e�s��� �ha� p�odu�es se��e�a�ed
�a�e�o��es o� wo��e�s when �he� do exa���� �he same �ob? L��e ou�
�u��-��me �o��ea�ues, we a�e no� ��ee�an�e�s, we do no� own
�ompan�es, and we do no� �ons�de� ou� s�uden�s as ���en�s. The
pub��� un��e�s��� �equ��es po�����a� �ma��na��on ��om a�� o� us.
Ou� �a�� �s �o ��ea�e �n �ommon d���e�en� �abo� �e��mes �ha�
�e�o�n�ze and ensu�e ou� �on���bu��on �n �he p�odu���on o�
�now�ed�e.



Eu�opean Un�on Resea��h P�o��ammes �n

G�ee�e: P�e�a���� on End

In G�ee�e, un��e�s��� �esea��he�s a�e ��ea�ed as exp�o��ab�e
wo��e�s, on�� �e�e���n� ��ee�an�e �on��a��s. E�en �n �he �ase o�
EU-�unded p�o��ammes �ha� �e�a��� b�nd un��e�s���es �o h��e
�esea��he�s w��h �u��-emp�o�men� �on��a��s, �he� b�a�an��� �e�use
�o do so, e�en �hou�h �he� s�and �o bene��� �h�ou�h pa�d
o�e�heads. Ins�ead, �he� �on��a��ua��� en��ap �esea��he�s �o
�ond���ons o� p�e�a����, ma��ed b� de�a�ed pa�men�s and �he
w��hho�d�n� o� a w�de �an�e o� �abou� ���h�s, su�h as �u��
�o�e�a�e o� hea��h and so��a� �nsu�an�e, wo�� a���den�s, �on�e�
ma�e�n��� �ea�e, and unemp�o�men� bene���. F�ee�an�e �on��a��s
a�so mean no pa�����pa��on �n depa��men�a� mee��n�s, de��s�on-
ma��n�, supe���s�n�, and ��m��ed – �� an� – �ea�h�n�.

Th�s has been m� expe��en�e w��h a Ma��e S�łodows�a �u��e
Fe��owsh�p (Ho��zon 2020), a p�es����ous and h��h�� �ompe�����e EU
�esea��h �e��owsh�p, wh��h I �e�en��� �omp�e�ed. A �u��-��me
�esea��h pos���on �o� 24 mon�hs, �he Fe��owsh�p was �unded b� �he
Eu�opean �omm�ss�on, whose �e�u�a��ons s������� �equ��e an
emp�o�men� �on��a�� �o� �he �esea��he�. As a se�ond ��me Ma��e
S�łodows�a �u��e (MS�) Fe��ow, I was sho��ed �o see �ha� m�
expe��en�e w��h �he p�o��amme a� a Ge�man un��e�s��� was �ad��a���
d���e�en�. In Ge�man� no� on�� was I ��an�ed a�� bene���s o�
pe�manen� s�a�� �n �e�ms o� �he un��e�s���’s �on��a��ua�
ob���a��ons and se����es, I a�so sha�ed p�����e�es and
�espons�b�����es ��s-à-��s depa��men�a� a��a��s and a�adem��/
�esea��h oppo��un���es.

M� expe��en�e as a MS� Fe��ow a� a G�ee� un��e�s��� was de��n��e��
a d���e�en� a��a��. Th�s b���e� �ea���� h�� me ea��� on w��h �he
�e�usa� o� �he hos� �ns���u�e �o ���e an emp�o�men� �on��a�� as
ou���ned �n �he ��an� a��eemen� and �e�u�a��ons o� Ho��zon 2020.
A��o�d�n� �o �he �a��e�, on�� na��ona� �aw �an a��ow �o� an�
d��e�s�on ��om �he �e�u�a��ons, wh��h was no� app���ab�e �n �h�s
�ase. In 2016, �aw 4386/2016 was passed �n G�ee�e �on�e�n�n�
�esea��h; a�����e 93 a��ows un��e�s���es and �esea��h �ns���u�es
�o �on��a�� EU-�unded �e��ows w��h p�ope� emp�o�men� �on��a��s
�e�eas�n� emp�o�e�s ��om an� ob���a��on �o �u�n �hese pos���ons
�n�o pe�manen� pos�s a��e� �he �omp�e��on o� �he p�o��amme.

file:///european-union-research-programmes-in-greece-precarity-on-end.html
file:///european-union-research-programmes-in-greece-precarity-on-end.html
file:///author/precademics.html


Desp��e �h�s �e�a� ad�us�men�, G�ee� un��e�s���es en masse �e�use
�o ���e �esea��he�s emp�o�men� �on��a��s. Re�e���n� m� �eques� �o
honou� �he ��an� a��eemen�, m� �n���a� hos� �oo� a "�a�e �� o�
�ea�e ��" s�an�e. W��h �he op��m�sm o� one unawa�e o� �he
�ns���u��ona� and bu�eau��a��� hu�d�es o� G�ee� un��e�s���es, I
�han�ed hos�, op��n� �o� a un��e�s��� �ha� was adm���ed�� mo�e
open �o �o��ow �he m�n�s�e��a� p�essu�es �on�e�n�n� EU
�e�u�a��ons. E�en so, m� ��ee�an�e �on��a�� was ne�e� �han�ed.
Indeed, �h�s �s no� a s�n�u�a� �ase ��m��ed �o one un��e�s��� and
��s �o��espond�n� 'Spe��a� A��oun�s �o� Resea��h Funds Depa��men�'
(EL�E), bu� a po���� en�oun�e�ed a��oss �he �oun���. Wha�
��ansp��ed ��om �he ���s� �ew mon�hs we�e ma�o� de�a�s �n
pa�men�s, wh��h �n��uded mone� �o� mob�����, �am��� �e�o�a��on,
�esea��h expenses, and ����n� expenses.

M� ���s� pa� �he�� a����ed a� �he end o� mon�h s�x (!) B� �ha�
��me, I had �o bo��ow app�ox�ma�e�� 8000 eu�os �o �o�e� ����n�
expenses �o� me and m� �h��d. Mos� �mpo��an���, I had �o
��nan��a��� suppo�� �he p�o��amme’s �esea��h expenses, �n��ud�n�
�esea��h ���ps, �on�e�en�es and wo��shops a��oss Eu�ope, a��
s�hedu�ed de���e�ab�es �ha� �ou�d no� be pos�poned. The de�a�s
�on��nued un��� �he �e�� end, �ea��n� me w��h ou�s�and�n� deb�s o�
se�e�a� �housand eu�os as I had �o pe�sona��� �und a p�anned
�n�e�na��ona� �on�e�en�e and exh�b���on; �n �he end some
de���e�ab�es had �o be �han�ed o� d�opped due �o �hese de�a�s. Ou�
o� 24 mon�hs, I was on�� pa�d �e�u�a��� �o� a span o� s�x. A
s�n��e pa�en� and a �o�e��n �esea��he� �n G�ee�e, I had no
es�ab��shed so��a� o� �am��� ne�wo��s �o o��e� an� ��nd o� he�p o�
suppo�� on a�� ��on�s. Du��n� �h�s ��me, I �a�ed a�u�e s��ess,
�nse�u����, and ��nan��a� woes �ha� a��e��ed no� on�� m� �esea��h
p�o�e�� bu� a�so m� �am��� ���e, �o sa� �he �eas�.

These de�a�s we�e ��n�ed, �o an ex�en�, �o �ns���u��ona� p�ob�ems
and bu�eau��a�� �nhe�en� �n �he EL�E s�s�em a��oss G�ee�e as we��
as �o �han�es �n �he a��oun��n� s�s�em o� EL�E �e�en��� �n��odu�ed
b� �aw �o��ow�n� T�o��a memo�anda. Mo�e spe�����a���, un��e�s���es
we�e made pa�� o� �he na��ona� a��oun��n� s�s�em, a �han�e wh��h
�ed �o e�en mo�e de�a�s �n pa�men�. Ano�he� ma�o� p�ob�em was �ha�
man� un��e�s���es a�e �n ��ea� deb� o� s�mp�� ha�e no �esea��h
mone� �ese��e �o mee� �he�� �equ��emen�s as hos�s. Th�s �a�� o�
�esea��h �unds �ons���u�es �he no�m �a�he� �han �he ex�ep��on �n
G�ee�e ���h� now. In �h�s sense, �o �a�� abou� a�adem�� p�e�a����
one has �o a�so �a�e �n�o a��oun� �he de�as�a��on G�ee�e �s



su��e��n� �n �he �on�ex� o� �he EU and �he deb� �e��me o� �he
T�o��a memo�anda, a��e���n� a�� aspe��s o� �he na��ona� se��o�
�n��ud�n� un��e�s���es. Th�s does no�, howe�e�, abso��e an�
un��e�s��� emp�o�e� ��om su�h appa���n� ��ea�men� and d�s�e�a�d o�
�abou� ���h�s. Un��e�s���es shou�d �e��a�n ��om �a��n� on p�o�e��s
�he� �anno� ��nan��a��� suppo��. The wo�se �hou�h �s be�n� �n
��mbo, ne�e� �e���n� a ��ea� answe� ��om �he adm�n�s��a��on abou�
pa�men�s, �e�n�o���n� �he �ond���on o� �nse�u����, s��ess, and
��us��a��on.

The s��en�e o� EL�E adm�n�s��a��on �s pa���� ��n�ed w��h �he
d���us�on o� p�e�a���� ��se��. O��en unde�s�a��ed (as �n �he �ase
o� m� un��e�s���), EL�E �ons�s�s mos��� o� sho��-�e�m �on��a��o�
adm�n�s��a�o�s. An� ques��on �on�e�n�n� pa�men� mee�s a wa��,
p�omp��n� a �e�e��a� �o �he depa��men�’s head. Th�s �s no� �us� a
wa� �o �e� ��d o� an an��� bene����a��. I� �s deep�� �oo�ed �n �he
p�e�a��ous pos���on �he� ��nd �hemse��es �n�o, wh��h ma�es �hem
wa�� o� assum�n� an� ��nd o� �espons�b�����. Tha� su�h de�a�s a�e
�ons�de�ed �he no�m and a�e �o�e�a�ed b� emp�o�ees, �o��ea�ues,
and �he a�adem�� �ommun��� �eads �o �he�� pe�pe�ua��on, �ende��n�
�esea��h �n G�ee�e a S�s�phean �as�.

In su�h �esea��h en���onmen�, �enu�ed s�a�� ha�e undoub�ed�� an
e�h��a� �espons�b����� �o de�end p�e�a��ous �o��ea�ues and exe��
�he needed p�essu�e �o �he�� un��e�s��� depa��men�s, un��e�s���
and EL�E adm�n�s��a��ons. Th�s p�essu�e �an �a�e man� �o�ms,
�n��ud�n� �e�usa� �o supe���se p�o�e��s when �he �esea��he�’s
���h�s a�e no� adequa�e�� suppo��ed and �espe��ed.

In m� �ase, I was �u��� �o ha�e �he �u�� and �n�a�uab�e suppo�� o�
m� supe���so�. Be�ond �he ex�e��en� a�adem�� �npu�, �he supe���so�
'pu� a ���h�' �o� me ��om da� one up un��� �he �omp�e��on o� �he
p�o��amme, p�essu��z�n� adm�n�s��a�o�s and mana�emen�, a�h�e��n�
�esu��s �h�ou�h p�o�esses �ha� we�e no� p�easan�. Ye�, m�
expe��en�e �n a G�ee� un��e�s��� has �au�h� me �ha� �he�e �s
�u��en��� no 'nu��u��n�' o� suppo�� o� �esea��h ��om an
adm�n�s��a��on po�n� o� ��ew. The �esea��he� �s �a�ed w��h a
so���a�� pa�h pa�ed w��h obs�a��es and �nse�u����, a pa�h she
wa��s a�one �n �he absen�e o� a un�on �o� �he p�e�a��ous o�, ��
�u���, w��h �he suppo�� and so��da���� o� �o��ea�ues and
�o��e����es su�h as �h�s one (�.e. P�e�adem��s 85.42.1).



A Le��e� ��om �ehan

I ha�e �ha� �a�e �h�n�, a pe�manen� a�adem�� pos� – I’m an
asso��a�e p�o�esso� �n Sw��ze��and. Bu� neo��be�a� �o�ms o� �abo�
exp�o��a��on and p�e�a��za��on a�e s��u��u�ed �n�o m� �ob on man�
�e�e�s. F��s�, �a�he� �han a �u�� pos���on, I am emp�o�ed pa��-
��me a� 40% o� a �u�� pos���on – �he �h�esho�d �ha� a��ows m�
s�hoo� �o a�o�d pa��n� m� hea��h �nsu�an�e. S�n�e m� pa��-��me
sa�a�� �s no� enou�h �o ���e �n Sw��ze��and (�he �os� o� ����n� �n
�ha� �oun��� wou�d �equ��e a 100% pos���on), I ha�e �o ��� �he�e
and ba�� ��om G�ee�e, whe�e I ���e, a� m� own expense, and a�so
ha�e �o pa� m� a��ommoda��on �n Sw��ze��and wh��e I am �ea�h�n�.
O�e� �en �ea�s, �hese expenses ha�e a�e�a�ed a �u�� one-�h��d o�
m� sa�a��. The s�hoo� �ou��ne�� sh���s o�he� �os�s on�o me b�
man�pu�a��n� adm�n�s��a���e �u�es. Fo� examp�e, ea�h �ea� I am
�equ��ed �o subm�� p�oo� o� �esea��h and pub���a��ons, name��
�on�e�en�es a��ended and a�����es pub��shed. I� I ���e a �e��u�e
�n �openha�en, o� �o �o a �on�e�en�e �n London, m� s�hoo� es�apes
pa��n� m� ����h�s and a��ommoda��on, s�n�e I am ����n� �o and ��om
G�ee�e, �a�he� �han �o and ��om Gene�a (whe�e I �anno� a��o�d �o
���e). Th�s means �ha� �� I �o �o a �on�e�en�e, �he �os�s �ou�d
amoun� �o ano�he� �h��d o� wha� I ma�e �ha� mon�h. Mo�eo�e�, �he
su��e���an�e o� �a�u��� has been s�ead��� �n�ens���ed: we now a�e
�equ��ed �o ���� ou� �a�enda�s de�a���n� a�� �he da�s and hou�s we
a�e p�esen� a� s�hoo�, do�n� wha� ��nd o� wo��. (We a�e pass��e��
�es�s��n� �h�s b� s�mp�� no� �����n� ou� and �e�u�n�n� �he �o�ms.)
Th�s emphas�s on 'hou�s' and quan����ed e�a�ua��on �s ��ans�o�m�n�
a p�o�ess�ona� �ob �n�o wa�e �abo�, b��n��n� pub��� �ea�h�n� and
�esea��h mo�e d��e���� unde� �o�ms o� �abo� d�s��p��ne and
unde��u���n� �he au�onom� o� pub��� edu�a��on �ns���u��ons. I
�ea��ze �ha� m� s��ua��on �s �a� �ess p�e�a��ous �han �ha� o� man�
o�he�s, and �ha� �he p�e�a��za��on o� m� ‘pe�manen� pa��-��me’
pos���on �s me�e�� a sma�� pa�� o� a �ene�a� and on-�o�n�
neo��be�a� o��ens��e a�m�n� �o en��ose, p���a��ze and ex��a��
max�mum �a�ue ��om a�� �ema�n�n� pub��� asse�s. A�� �o�ms and
de��ees o� p�e�a��ous emp�o�men�, d���s��e �ompe����on amon�
wo��e�s, and �oe��ed, un�ompensa�ed �abo� need �o be �es�s�ed
�o��e����e��, un��� p�e�a���� as a �o��� o� exp�o��a��on �s �o��ed
ba�� and abo��shed, �u�� s�op.
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P�es����ous P�e�a����

No� �on� a�o I was a��end�n� a d�nne� w��h some �o��ea�ues �n a
wes�e�n Eu�opean ����, whe�e I was a ��s���n� s�ho�a� �o� �he
w�n�e� semes�e� o� 2019-2020. I had �us� �o��en �he ex����n� news
�ha� a pos�-do��o�a� p�oposa� I had subm���ed �n �he S�a�e
S�ho�a�sh�p Founda��on (I�Y) o� G�ee�e was a��ep�ed. �o�ous �o� m�
su��ess, a G�ee� �o��ea�ue – �enu�ed so��a� s��en�es p�o�esso�
ab�oad – sha�ed �he news �o �he �ompan�. A��e� �he ���s� �oup�e o�
bee�s, he made a �oas� �on��a�u�a��n� me �o� �e���n�, �n h�s own
wo�ds, "�he mos� p�es����ous pos�-do��o�a� �e��owsh�p �n G�ee�e".
Imp�essed, e�e��bod� w�shed me a�� �he bes� �o� m� new �esea��h.
To me, howe�e�, �a���n� �h�s �e��owsh�p "�he mos� p�es����ous one
�n G�ee�e" sounded �unn�, �� no� d�shea��en�n�, ma��n� me �ee�
��us��a�ed and a b�� dep�essed.

The �o��ow�n� da�s I �ound m�se�� ponde��n� �n m� o����e,
wonde��n� wh� I �e�� �h�s wa�. Wha� was odd abou� �a���n� �he I�Y
s�ho�a�sh�p p�es����ous?

As �he on�� pub��� s�ho�a�sh�p �ounda��on �n G�ee�e, I�Y �ou�d be
�ons�de�ed as �he mos� p�es����ous on a na��ona� s�a�e. Indeed, m�
G�ee� �o��ea�ue, on�e a bene����a�� o� I�Y h�mse�� on a pos�-
��adua�e �e�e�, was de��n��e�� ���h�.

Wha� do we exa���� mean b� �he wo�d p�es���e �hou�h? Does �� �e�e�
�o �he �mpo��an�e o� �he �ounda��on o� ��s s�a�e �ha�a��e� a�one?
I wou�d answe� ne�a���e�� �o bo�h. As���b�n� p�es���e �o an
�ns���u��on ou�h� �o a�so �ons�de� �he �ond���ons �n wh��h
s�ho�a�sh�ps and �e��owsh�ps a�e ���en as we�� as �he �ond���ons
�n wh��h �esea��he�s a�e �equ��ed �o do �he�� wo��.

He�e a�e some mo�e de�a��s �n b��e�.

The �u��en� s��ua��on �n G�ee�e does no� a��ow I�Y �o �und pos�-
do��o�a� p�o�e��s on a �e�u�a� bas�s. The ��nan��n� o� �he pos�-
do��o�a� p�o��am �n ques��on �s se�u�ed b� Eu�opean �unds made
a�a��ab�e b� �he p�e��ous �o�e�nmen� �n o�de� �o suppo�� ea���
�a�ee� �esea��he�s, p�e�en��n� �he so-�a��ed "b�a�n d�a�n" �ha�
�u�ned �n�o a ��ea� po�����a� �ssue s�n�e �he G�ee� deb� ���s�s.
W��h �h�s p�o��am, I�Y o��e�s �wo-�ea� �e��owsh�ps �o abou� 600
�esea��he�s �n �esea��h �ns���u�es o� un��e�s���es �n G�ee�e. On
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�he one hand, �h�s s�heme ���es �n�en���e, mana��n� �o �eep �oun�
�esea��he�s �n �he �oun���. On �he o�he�, �he s�ho�a�sh�p �a��s
sho�� �ompa�ed �o �he equ��a�en� Eu�opean ones and, mos�
�mpo��an���, does no� do �us���e �o �he �esea��he�s’ bas�� ���h�s.
Es��ma�ed 1000 Eu�os pe� mon�h, �h�s �und�n� does no� �n��ude
hea��h �nsu�an�e o� pens�on, o��e��n� no �o�e�a�e �o� �esea��h and
��a�e� �os�s o� (�abo�a�o��) equ�pmen�, e�en �hou�h su�h �os�s a�e
�mp���a�ed �n �he p�oposa�s and de���e�ab�es (�o� �ns�an�e,
�on�e�en�e p�esen�a��ons, pub���a��ons). Ma��n� ma��e�s e�en
wo�se, pa�men�s a�e made e�e�� �h�ee mon�hs, �� one �s �u���. In
�a��, a �e�m �n �he �on��a�� an����pa�es pa�men� de�a�s: s�n�e
su�h p�o��ams a�e �unded b� EU s�hemes, pa�men�s, �he� no�e, w���
be made on�� a��e� �unds a�e ��ans�e��ed �o �he �ounda��on. In
o�he� wo�ds, de�a�s a�e �o be expe��ed.

A �housand Eu�os m��h� no� sound bad �o� G�ee�e ���en �ha� �he
bas�� �n�ome �s 600 Eu�o a� p�esen�. Howe�e�, �h�s �s no� a
s�ho�a�sh�p �ha� a��ows �esea��he�s �o do se��ous wo��. I� �s
�a�he� a �ha���ab�e �es�u�e �o �oun� s�ho�a�s �esona��n� a
neo��be�a� po�����a� a�enda �ha� �a�o�s mob�����, p�odu���on and
s�mbo��� s�a�us. Be�ause su�h ��nd o� �emune�a��on �s no� enou�h
�o sus�a�n a de�en� ����n�, �o�e� hea��h �nsu�an�e, and �he
�esea��h and ��a�e� expenses en�a��ed �n �esea��h pos�s. Indeed we
w��� be �e���n� �he mos� p�es����ous s�ho�a�sh�p ��om �he �oun���;
�e� �h�s �s so�e�� mean�n��u� as ano�he� a�h�e�emen� added �o ou�
��. In �ea���� we w��� s���� be �n an unde�pa�d and p�e�a��ous
pos���on, �e� a p�es����ous one!



Abou� P�e�adem��s 85.42.1

The �o��e����e P�e�a�adem��s 85.42.1 was �ounded am�ds� (and
be�ause o�) some ������a� �e�on���u�a��ons o� p�e�a���� �n G�ee�
un��e�s���es �ha� �oo� p�a�e du��n� �he SYRI�A �o�e�nmen�. I�
m��h� seem odd �o hea� �ha� �he h��he� edu�a��on po�����s o� �he
'�ad��a� �e��-w�n�' pa��� wou�d �e����m�se p�e�a��ous �e�a��ons.
Ye� unde� �he p�essu�e o� aus�e���� and �he �es������ons �n �he
�e��u��men� o� ����� se��an�s �mposed b� �he Memo�anda, �he SYRI�A
�o�e�nmen� op�ed �o� a po�����s �ha� made �� poss�b�e �o �o�e�
�ea�h�n� and �esea��h �aps �h�ou�h �he �n��odu���on o� �empo�a��
p�o��ams �o� �he �e��u��men� o� p�e�a��ous �ea�h�n� s�a�� w��h
sho��-�e�m, and (ob��ous��) �ow pa�d �on��a��s. Mo�eo�e�, s�n�e
2016, �� made a�a��ab�e pub��� �unds �o� �esea��he�s (�n��odu��n�
�o� �he ���s� ��me �he ���h� o� non-�enu�ed membe�s o� s�a�� �o
��a�m au�ho�sh�p and �ead �esea��h p�o��ams) �n �he ��amewo��
'He��en�� Founda��on �o� Resea��h and Inno�a��on' (ELIDE�) – unde�
�he �ond���on �ha� �he� had ��n�shed �he�� PhD �ess �han 10 �ea�s
be�o�e �he app���a��ons. A�� �esea��h and �ea�h�n� p�o��ams we�e
subs�d�zed b� EU �unds; �he�� s�a�ed a�m was �o enab�e �oun�
a�adem��s �o a�qu��e 'p�o�ess�ona� expe��en�e'. Indeed, �hese
�n���a���es we�e �e�eb�a�ed �n a�mos� a�� �e��-w�n� �����es as
��ea� so��a� measu�es �o dea� w��h �he p�ob�em o� a�adem��
unemp�o�men� and b�a�n d�a�n; and �he� we�e (qu��e ��on��a���)
p�omo�ed as a �ene�ous '����' �owa�ds �oun� and �nexpe��en�ed
a�adem��s.

'Youn� a�adem��s' we�e h��ed as se��-emp�o�ed ��ee�an�e�s dep���ed
o� �he op��on �o ��nd emp�o�men� ou�s�de �he s�a�e appa�a�us s�n�e
p���a�e un��e�s���es �n G�ee�e – usua��� �e�e��ed �o as �o��e�es –
ha�e no h��he� edu�a��on �e����ma��. Indeed, �he ����� �s �ha� as
se��-emp�o�ed �hese '�oun� a�adem��s' ou�h� �o de��a� �nsu�an�e
�os�s, emp�o�e�’s sha�e, 24% bus�ness �ax, wh��e a� �he same ��me
be�n� bu�dened w��h 100% �ax pa�men� �n ad�an�e. In o�he� wo�ds,
SYRI�A �o�e�nmen� ��ea�ed a �ad��a� neo��be�a� �e��me o� p�e�a����
w��h�n �he pub��� un��e�s��� �o� '�oun� a�adem��s' on��. 'Youn�
a�adem��s' – some o�e� �he�� �o���es – ��nd �hemse��es �o be
'bene����a��es', unde� �he ha�d �axa��on �u�es �o� �he se��-
emp�o�ed, w��h �owe� pa�men�, and none o� �he ���h�s o� �he��
�u��-��me �o��ea�ues. A��hou�h pa�men� �s �ow, �ompe����on �o�
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�hese pos���ons �s ��e��e, �n�ens����n� �u��he� �he �e�a��ons o�
dependen�� on �enu�ed a�adem��s.

As �ea�h�n� pos���ons a�e �enewed on a �ea��� bas�s, p�e�a��ous
a�adem��s who mana�e �o en�e� d�s��p��na�� ne�wo��s �end �o mo�e
��om un��e�s��� �o un��e�s��� �ea�h�n� d���e�en� �ou�ses depend�n�
on �he needs o� d���e�en� depa��men�s. Th�s �mposes a �ons�an�
bu�den on �hem �o �a��� ou� �en��h� bu�eau��a��� app���a��on
p�o�edu�es and �o �edes��n new �ou�ses on d���e�en� sub�e��s ea�h
�ea�; wh��e �he�e �s a�so �he �ons�an� need �o sus�a�n �ood
�e�a��onsh�ps w��h �enu�ed membe�s o� s�a�� �n o�de� �o �n��ease
�he�� �han�es �o s��n a �ea�h�n� �on��a�� based on �he�� a�adem��
�n�e�es�s. Mo�eo�e�, �he ��me ��m��a��on (�ess �han 10 �ea�s
be�o�e �he a�qu�s���on o� PhD) �s �n�ended �o ma�e su�e �ha� �hese
pos�s a�e on�� o��e�ed as a �empo�a�� oppo��un��� ex��ud�n� an�
��pe o� e�en �on��n�en� se�u���� amon�s� (�oun�) a�adem��s. The
wa�e o� appo�n�men�s �n 2018 �ha� �o��owed �hese �e�o�ms – �he
���s� a��e� a de�ade o� aus�e���� – �s a �es��mon� o� �he �e��me
o� p�e�a��ousness �ha� was ��ea�ed �n o�de� �o suppo�� �he pub���
�ha�a��e� o� �he G�ee� Un��e�s���; man� o� �he appo�n�ed a�adem��s
had �����e o� no �ea�h�n� expe��en�e. So mu�h �o� �he ���� o�
expe��en�e �o '�oun� a�adem��s'; su�h �s �he pa����u�a�
no�ma��sa��on o� p�e�a���� �n G�ee� a�adem�a. 

P�e�adem��s 85.42.1 was �ons���u�ed ou� o� �he need �o unde�s�and
�h�s sh��� �ha� was handed as a ����, �ha��en��n� �he s��en�e o�
p�e�a����. On o��as�ons when �he p�e�a��ous mee� and d�s�uss,
pa�n�u� s�o��es o� �u�ne�ab����� and an�e� un�o�d. On su�h
o��as�ons, �he seem�n��� seam�ess pa�� w��h �enu�ed �o��ea�ues �o�
�he p�ese��a��on o� �he pub��� �ha�a��e� o� �he G�ee� Un��e�s���
be�omes ��a�� and ��a���e s�n�e �� be�omes appa�en� �ha� some
�a��� a mu�h hea��e� bu�den �han o�he�s. The �u�ne�ab����� o�
p�e�a���� �s pa�n�u� no� on�� be�ause o� �he s���ma o� �he �a��ed,
bu� a�so be�ause �h�s �ad��a� neo��be�a� �e��me �s �a��ed �n
un�easonab�e h�e�a��h��a� �u�es o� sen�o���� and p�����e�e.
Mo�eo�e�, one �anno� he�p be�n� an��� no� on�� a� o�he�s, bu� a�so
a� onese�� �o� pass��e�� a��ep��n� one’s s��ua��on o� p�e�a����.
P�e�adem��s 85.42.1 was �ounded �o po������ze �hose emo��ons �ha�
o�he�w�se �o unno���ed, me��e w��h s�m��a� o�he�s, and �eed a��
��nds o� �ea���ona��sm and �onse��a��sm �n ou� p�esen� da� o�
neo��be�a� dom�nan�e and a��-���h� ��ow�h. 

The �as� �o� us, P�e�adem��s 85.42.1, �s �o �e�h�n� p�e�a���� �n
G�ee� a�adem�a �n �he �a�e o� �he ��se o� �he neo��be�a�



edu�a��ona� pa�ad��m ��oba���, wh��h a�so seems �o be �n�o�m�n�
�he po�����a� p�o��ama��ons o� �he new�� e�e��ed ���h�-w�n�
�o�e�nmen� o� New Demo��a��. Wh��e �he p�esen� �ond���on o�
p�e�a���� shou�d be add�essed, �� ou�h� �o be �on�ex�ua��zed w��h
o�he� equa��� p�ob�ema��� p�ospe��s be�ond �he shee� �n�e�es�s o�
'�oun� a�adem��s', su�h as �ees, s�uden� deb�, �o��s���a�
e�a�ua��on p�o�edu�es and �he sp�ead o� p�e�a��ous �ond���ons.
Po������z�n� p�e�a���� �s �he hea�� �as� �o unde�s�and �he
h�s�o���a� �ond���on o� a p�esen�-da� a�adem�a �ha� �s unab�e �o
abso�b �he mu����ude o� a�adem��s; �� �s, �hus, an o��as�on �o
�e�ma��ne modes o� ����n� and wo���n� �n �he a�adem�a based on
��oss �u���n� a���an�es be�ween �enu�ed and p�e�a��ous a�adem��s,
a�adem�� and adm�n�s��a���e s�a��, and – pe�haps mos� �mpo��an���
– s�a�� and s�uden�s. W��hou� doub�, �hose who en�o� mo�e se�u����
shou�d ha�e �easons �o sha�e �h�s u��en��. In��odu��n� anew
�o��e����e modes o� wo���n� �n a�adem�a ma� �o be�ond ex�s��n�
modes o� �ea�h�n� and �esea��h based on h�e�a��h�es, p�es���e,
dependen��es and an�a�on�sms, wh��h unde�m�ne �he qua���� o� bo�h.
The ex�s�en��a� �as� o� P�e�adem��s 85.42.1 �s p�e��se�� an
examp�e o� �he need �o� new wa�s o� p�odu��n� �he pub���
Un��e�s��� w��h�n and be�ond �he p�esen�-da� neo��be�a� pa�ad��m,
�ha� w��� be bene����a� �o� a�� �hose who do no� �ee� �om�o��ab�e
o� who a�e ���ed o� ha��n� �o ��a�m o� dea� w��h p�����e�es
emana��n� ��om d�s��p��ne, sen�o����, a�e, �o�ma� edu�a��on and
�ende�.
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